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IMPORTANT ROCKLAND TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 

FIRE AND AMBULANCE EMERGENCY  911 
 Business 781-878-2123 
 
POLICE EMERGENCY 911 
 Business 781-871-3890 
 
Rockland Town Hall (Main Number) 781-871-1874 
 To use spell by name directory #    9 
 
Town Clerk   #    1 
Town Collector   #    2 
Building Department   #    3 
Selectmen   #    4 
Assessor   #    5 
Board of Health   #    6 
Accountant   #    7 
Treasurer   #    8 
Planning Board   # 170 
Zoning Board   # 175 
Veterans’ Agent   # 180 
Conservation   # 194 
Cable Advisory Commission   # 211 
Cultural Council   # 212 
Finance Committee   # 213 
Historical Commission   # 214 
Open Space Committee   # 215 
Teen Center Advisory Commission  # 216 
Youth Commission  # 217 
 
SCHOOLS: 
 Superintendent’s Office 781-878-1540 
 R. Stewart Esten School 781-878-8336 
 Rockland High School 781-871-0541 
 Rogers Middle School 781-878-4341 
 Memorial Park School 781-878-1367 
 Holy Family School 781-878-1154 
 
Frequently used numbers: 
 Water Department 781-871-0901 
 Sewer Department 781-878-1964 
 Park Department 781-871-0579 
 Highway Department 781-871-0579 
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The Guard ians  o f  the N ight  

Author – Unknown

Trust in me my friend, for I am 
your comrade. 

I will protect you with my last 
breath 

When all others have left you 
And the loneliness of night closes 

in, 
I will be at your side. 

 
Together we will conquer all 

obstacles, 
And search out those who wish to 

do harm to others. 
All I ask of you is compassion, 
And the caring touch of your 

hands. 
 

It is for you that I will unselfishly 
give my life 

And spend my nights unrested. 
Although our days together 

May be marked by the passing of 
the seasons 

Know that each day by your side 
is my reward. 

 
My days are measured by 

The coming and going of your 
footsteps. 

I anticipate them at every 
opening of the door. 

You are the voice of caring when 
I am ill, 

The voice of authority when I 
have done wrong. 

 

Do not chastise me unduly, 
For I am your right arm, 
The sword at your side. 

I attempt to do only what you bid 
of me 

I seek only to please you and 
remain in your favor. 

 
Together you and I shall 

experience 
A bond only others like us will 

understand] 
When outsiders see us together, 
Their envy will be measured by 

their disdain. 
 

I will quietly listen to you 
And pass no judgment, 

Nor will your spoken words be 
repeated. 

I will remain ever silent, 
Ever vigilant, ever loyal. 

And when our time together is 
done 

And you move on in the world 
Remember me with kind thoughts 

and tales, 
For a time we were unbeatable, 

Nothing passed among us 
undetected 

 
If we should meet again on 

another street 
I will gladly take up your fight, 

I am a Police Working Dog 
We are the guardians of the night. 

 



The Rockland Fire Department responded to a call on 
January 23, 2008 at 248 Centre Avenue.  Upon initial 
response to the call, they were faced with a fire of 
unknown origin with flames coming out of the first floor.  
Four firefighters entered the house to find an intense fire 
in the kitchen.  During overhaul, an intense fireball 
erupted from the oven trapping the firefighters.  The four 
firefighters escaped due to quick thinking, their training 
and having appropriate gear.  The firefighters reentered 
the home and found a victim on the second floor.  With the 
assistance of two other firefighters operating the 
apparatus, they removed the victim to the outside.  
On December 3, 2008, these firefighters were all awarded 
the Meritorious Group Award for their actions at Fanueil 
Hall from Governor Deval Patrick and Fire Marshall 
Stephen D. Coan.  It was quite a ceremony filled with 
bagpipers and an acappella trio.  Other towns also 
received awards due to heroic measures of various 
degrees but Rockland is proudest of its own.

Respectfully submitted,

Paula Ferguson

Front cover picture courtesy of Alan McPhee (photographer)

Standing: top left Governor Deval L. Patrick, Deputy Fire Chief 
William Ferguson and State Fire Marshall Stephen D. Coan.  
Standing bottom row:  Lieutenant Donald Hussey, 
Firefighter/Paramedics Thomas Heaney, Michael Tracy, 
Thomas Henderson and Firefighter/EMT Michael Mullen.

ROCKLAND'S K-9 UNIT

The Rockland Police K-9 Unit was started in December of 2005.  Today the K-9 Unit consists of K-9 
Officer/Handler Steven Somers, Patrol K-9 Boyar, and Narcotics K-9 Jessica (Jesse).  The K-9 Unit supports the 
Patrol Division of the Rockland Police Department and serves the community with a variety of functions/services.  
The K-9 Unit can track fleeing criminals or missing persons.  They can search buildings that have been broken into 
for hiding suspects, evidence recovery, crowd/people control, criminal apprehensions, and the detection of 
narcotics.  The Rockland K-9 Unit also serves surrounding agencies that do not have the use of K-9's through 
mutual aid.  The Rockland K-9 Unit is called upon almost on a daily basis to provide these functions in order to 
apprehend criminals and to help locate narcotics and keep them off of our streets.  The RPD K-9 Unit has been 
extremely successful since it began in 2005.  They are privately funded through a non-profit organization called 
the RPD K-9 Foundation.  

In 2008 the Rockland Police K-9 Unit responded to over 100 calls for service both in Rockland and surrounding 
towns through mutual aid.  In most of those cases it was the nose of K-9 Jessica that was called upon to sniff out 
illegal narcotics.  Jessica's nose was responsible for getting numerous amounts of Marijuana, Cocaine, Heroin, 
prescription medication and thousands of dollars of illegal money off of the streets of the South Shore. 
   
K-9 Boyar's nose on the other hand was called upon several times to sniff out fleeing criminals.  The most notable 
case of 2008 which landed K-9 Boyar and Officer Somers on the front page of the Boston Herald was in the wee 

st
hours of last New Years' Day January 1 , 2008 when an attempted murderer and suspected murderer had allegedly 
stabbed his roommate 5 times and fled into the woods on Market Street by the Highway barn.  The suspect who is 
an illegal immigrant from Brazil was eventually apprehended after a violent struggle where both K-9 Boyar and 
the suspect sustained injuries.  It was later learned that the suspect has 2 warrants for murder in Brazil.  This trial is 
set for February of 2009 and then the suspect will be extradited back to Brazil to answer his charges of murder.  
Thanks to K-9 Boyar this alleged murderer is off of the streets of Rockland.
   
Officer Somers, K-9 Jessica and K-9 Boyar are gearing up for another busy year in 2009 and look forward to 
protecting the streets of Rockland.  

K-9 Jessica, Officer Somers & K-9 Boyar
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