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PREAMBLE

It is the intention .of the people of the Town of Rockland,
pursuant to Article LXXXIX of the Constitution of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, to reaffirm the customary and traditional liberties of
people with respect to the conduct of the affairs of the Town of
Rockland in local matters, subject to the provisions of the
Constitution of the United States of America and the Constitution of
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and in connection therewith and in
furtherance thereof, this Charter is adopted so that the affairs of
the Town of Rockland may be carried out in a democratic and efficient
manner and that the duties and responsibilities of the officials of
the Town of Rockland may be clearly established and ‘responsive to the
will of the people of Rockland. '

It is the purpose of this Charter, which may from time to
time be amended, to provide an organizational framework within which
the Town can govern itself as well as to provide broad guidelines for
the principal administrative functions of the Town as herein set
forth.

The specific instructions and duties of the officials of the
Town are briefly described so that the townspeople may be fully aware
of the authority vested in their officers.



. ‘ARTICLE I

Powers of the Town of Rockland

Section 1.01

‘The Town of Rockland shall have all of the corporate powers of a body
politic possible for a town to have under the constitution and laws
of the Commonwealth of Magsachusetts as fully and completely as
though they were specifically enumerated in this Charter and all of
the powers of the. Town under this Charter shall be construed
liberally in favor of the town and no enumeration or omission
contained herein shall in any way be construed as limiting the
general powers stated in this article.



ARTICLE II

TOWN OFFICERS -

SECTION 2.01

A. The Town of Rockland shall be governed by elected Town officiais
and their appointees of such titles, numbers, and terms of office as
are hereinafter set forth in the Charter: and/or the: Town By-laws.~

B. On multx—member boards filled by electxon, one-third (1/3) of the
members (or as nearly as possible) shall be elected annually, unless
otherwise specifically provided in this Charter or by the General
Laws of the Commonwealth.

C. All town elections shall be conducted only in such manner, time,
and place as set forth in this Charter.

D. Elected and appointed town officials must be registered voters in
the Town of Rockland, except as may be otherwise provided by this
Charter or the Town By-laws.

E. No elected official shall hold any other elected office in the
Town during the term to which he was elected to office, unless
otherwise provided by this Charter.

F. All elected officials shall, upon taking office, make an cath or
affirmation that they will abide by the provisions of Chapter 39,
Section 23D of the General Laws of the Commonwealth (the "Open
Meeting Law"), and shall be given a copy thereof.

G. Each elected and appointed town board, commission, and committee
shall adopt written Rules of Procedure governing the conduct of its
meetings, hearings, and general business; which rules shall not be
inconsistent with the terms and provisions of this Charter, the Town
By-laws, or the General Laws of the Commonwealth. Each board,
commission, or committee, after adopting its Rules of Procedure,
shall cause a copy of said Rules to be placed on file with the Town
Clerk.

H. Each elected and appointed town board, commission, and committee
shall keep a journal of its proceedings, which journal shall be a
public record.

I. Each elected and appointed town board, commission and committee
whose business it is to adopt, from time to time, rules and
regulations governing the issuance of licenses, permits, special
permits, variances, orders of conditions, and other similar types of
actions, shall, at least seven (7) days prior to the adoption of said
rules and regulations, post them in their proposed form in a public
place in the Town Offices and file a copy of them with the Town Clerk.



J. Each elected and appointed town board, commission and committee
shall meet not less often than once a month (unless otherwise
provided for by the General Laws of the Commonwealth) at such times
and places as may be specified by the presiding officer. A board,
commission or committee may, however, by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of
its members, elect not' to meet at all for a period of time not to
exceed ‘:eight (8) consecutive weeks. Emergency meetings may, when
necessary, be called by the presiding officer of a board, commission
or committee subject to the provisions of the "Open Meeting Law."

K. All elected and appointed officials of the Town shall have the
powers and duties of their offices as hereinafter set forth, and in
addition shall have all of the powers and duties conferred upon them
by the General Laws of the Commonwealth. ’



SECTION 2.02

A. There shall be a Board of Selectmen consisting of five (5)
members, each elected for a three (3) year term, who shall choose a
chairman and shall act by majority vote, except. as may be required
by this Charter or the General Laws of the Commonwealth. The
Selectmen shall be responsible for the general direction and-:
management of the property and affairs of the Town, except as
_otherwise provided for by this Charter or by the General Laws of the
Commonwealth.. : :

B.  .As agents for the Town, the Selectmen shall have authority to
prosecute, defend, settle or compromise any and all claims by or -
‘against the Town. However, the Selectmen acting upon advice of
counsel, shall not have the authority to settle or compromise any
actions or claims against the Town if said settlement or compromise
exceeds the funds appropriated for that purpose by vote of a duly
called Town Meeting.

C. The Selectmen may investigate the operation of any town
department, in accordance with the procedures set forth in the
General Laws of the Commonwealth.

D. The Selectmen shall cause the Annual Town Report to be printed
and distributed before the Annual Town Meeting, and shall cause a

copy of said report to be left at each occupied dwelling house or

other residential unit in the Town at least seven (7) days before

the date of holding such meeting.

E. The Selectmen shall prepare the Warrant for the Annual Town
Meeting, which warrant shall be closed forty (40) days before the
date of said meeting. By direction of the Selectmen, a copy of the
Warrant for the Annual Town Meeting shall be left at each dwelling
house or other residential unit in the Town at least seven (7) days
before the holding of said meeting. The Warrant for the Annual Town
Meeting shall also be posted in the Town Hall, and its availability
at Town Hall shall be announced in a newspaper of general
circulation within the town at least seven (7) days prior to the
meeting.

The Selectmen shall have the power to order such Special Town
Meetings as they may deem necessary, and shall prepare the Warrants
for said meetings; provided, however, that to order a Special Town
Meeting the Selectmen must first adopt, by a two-thirds (2/3) vote
of their board, a written resolution stating clearly the emergency
nature of the situation prompting their order. No Warrant for a
Special Town Meeting shall close until at least seven (7) days have
passed from the date of adoption of their resolution; and each
article inserted in the Warrant shall have attached to it a brief
statement explaining the emergency nature of the article.



By direction of the Selectmen, a copy of the Warrant for each
Special Town Meeting shall be left at each dwelling house or other
residential unit in the Town at least fourteen (14) days before the
holding of said meeting. The Warrant for each Special Town Meeting
shall also be posted in the Town Hall, and its availability at Town
Hall shall be announced in a newspaper of general circulation within
the town at least fourteen (14) days prior to the meeting.

Upon a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Board, the Selectmen shall
have the power to open any Warrant after it has closed for the
purpose of inserting additional articles, provided that such
articles are of an emergency nature and have attached to them a
brief statement explaining said emergency. ‘

F. The Selectmen may issue permits and/or licenses subject to the
requirements of the General Laws of the Commonwealth. However,
their power to issue such permits and/or licenses shall not operate
to limit the authority or affect the decision of any other town
board, commission, or official who may be required to act in the
same matter by the provisions of this Charter, any Town By-law, or
the General Laws of the Commonwealth.

G. The Selecﬁmen shall annually, unless otherwise required, appoint
~ the following town officials, whose powers shall be set forth in the
Town By-laws: '

a. A Town Accountant for a term of three (3) years

b. A Town Counsel . '

€. A Building Inspector and Zoning Enforcement Officer for a
term of three (3) years

d. A Civil Defense Director

. A Director of Veterans Affairs, who shall also be Veterans

© Burial Agent, for a term of three (3) years '

f. A Forest Fire Warden :

g. A Full Member of the Board of Appeals, for a five (5) year
term

h. An Associate Member of the Board of Appeals, for a three (3)
yYear term :

i. ' Three (3) members of the Airport Committee

J. A'Dog Officer, who shall also be the Animal Inspector, for a
term of three (3) years . -

k.. Three. (3) members of the Charter Maintenance Committee

l.“ Election Officers, pursuant to the provisions and
requirements of the General Laws of the Commonwealth

m. Two (2)-Gas Inspectors :

n.. A Parking Clerk g

©. An Inspector of Weights and Measures

P. An Insect Control Superintendent

q.- Two:(2) Inspectors of Wires

r. A Director of the Council on Aging for a term of three (3)
years

8. An Assistant Zoning Enforcement Officer

t. A Tree Warden.



H. The Selectmen shall make the following appointments annually ta
- town boards, commissions, and committees, in such a manner that
--one-third (1/3), :as nearly as possible, of the members of each
board, commission, or committee-shall be appointed each year. The
boards,. commissions, and committees listed below shall have such
powers and duties as are set forth in the Town By—lawa.

a. One (1) .member of the Board of Regxstrars of Voters, for a
three (3) :year term '

b. Two (2) or three (3) members of the COnservatLon CGmmlasxon,
for three (3) year terms

c. Two (2) or three (3) members of the Induatrlal Developmant
Commission, for three (3) year terms

d. ©One (1) or two (2) members of the Industrial Development

- Financing Authority, for a three (3) year term

e. Three (3) or four (4) members of the: Council on Ag;ng,
for three (3) year terms

f.- Two (2) or three (3) members of the H;stor;cal COmm;ssLon,
for three (3) year terms :

g. One (1) or two (2) members of the Youth Commxssxon, for a
three (3) year term: :

I. a. The Selectmen shall, from time to time, appoint a Chief of
Police, whose powers and duties shall be as set forth in the Town
By-laws. Upon making said appointment the Selectmen shall execute
with him a contract of employmant for a term not to exceed five (5)
years.

b. The Selectmen shall, from time to time,- appoint a Fire
Chief, ‘whose powers and duties shall be as set forth in the Town
By-laws. The Fire Chief shall continue to hold office unless
removed by the Selectmen for good cause after a public hearxng, as
detailed in Section 2.02(N).

K. . The Selectmen shall appoint such other town officials, boards,
and committees as may be required by the provisions.of this Charter,
any Town By-law, a vote of Town Meeting; or the General Laws of the
. Commonwealth. In addition, the Selectmen may appoint:temporary or
"ad hoc" committees to deal with special emergency situations; but
the duration of any such committee.shall not extend past the next
Annual Town Meeting unless extended by vote of that Town neetzng.

L. The terms of offxce of town offxcxals appoznted annually, and aof
members of boards, commissions, and committees whose terms are
expiring, shall end on the first day of May; except. that all persaons
whose terms are expiring may serve until their successors are
appointed and sworn in. The Selectmen shall make their annual
appointments within thirty (30) days following the annual town
election.



M. A vacancy in any appointive office, due to death, disability,
resignation, or removal of the person holding the office, shall be
filled by the Selectmen without unreasonable delay. The Selectmen
shall make no appointment to fill a vacancy, however, until they
have publicly announced the availability of the position at least
two (2) weeks prior to making the appointment. Any appointment made
to fill a vacancy shall be for the unexpired term of office.

N. In all cases where a procedure for removal from office is not
specified in the General Laws of the ccmmonwealth, no person
appointed to office'by the Selectmen shall be removed from that
office except for good cause, and after a public hearing. Said
hearing shall take pPlace not sooner than one (1) week after the
person whose removal from office is sought has received written
notice of the hearing and written particulars of the charges
preferred against him. At the hearing that person shall be entitled
to counsel, may introduce evidence and call witnesses on his behalf,
and may cross-examine witnesses called against him. At the
conclusion of the hearing, the Selectmen shall deliberate and vote
upon the charges; the vote shall be by poll of the Board. No vote
to remove from office shall be effective unless two-thirds (2/3) of
the Selectmen present and voting shall have voted in the affirmative.



SECTION 2.03

A. There shall be a Town Clerk, aelected, whose term of office shall
be three (3) years.

B. The Town Clerk shall have all’of the powers and duties conferred
upon the offices’ by this Charter, the Town By—laws, votes of Town
Meetings, and the General Laws of the Commonwealth. '

C. The Town Clerk shall appoint an Assistant Town Clerk, who shall
serve at the pleasure of the Town clerk. In the absence or
anapacxty of the Town Clerk, the Asgistant Town Clerk shall exercise
all of the powers and duties of that office.

SECTION 2.04

A. There shall be a Town Treasurer, elected, whose term of office
shall be three (3) years.

B. The Town Treasurer shall have all of the powers and duties
conferred upon the office by this Charter, the Town By-laws, votes of
Town Meetings, and the General Laws of the Commonwealth.

C. The Town Treasurer shall appocint an Assistant Town Treasurer, who
shall serve at the pleasure of the Town Treasurer. In the absence or
incapacity of the Town Treasurer, the Assistant Town Treasurer shall
exercise all of the powers and duties of that office.



SECTION 2.05

A. There shall be a Tax Collector, elected, whose term of office shall
be three (3) years. '

B. The Tax Collector shall have all of the powers and duties conferred

upon the office by'thib Charter, the Town By~laws, votes of Town
Meetings, and the General Laws of the Commonwealth.

SECTION 2.06

A. There shall be a Board of Assessors consisting of three (3)
members, each elected for a three (3) year term, who shall choose a
chairman and shall act by majority vote.

B. The Board of Assessors shall have all of the powers and duties
conferred upon it by this Charter, the Town By-laws, votes of Town
Meetings, and the General Laws of the Commonwealth.

C. The Board of Assessors shall appoint an Appraiser and an
Assistant Assessor, who shall serve at the pleasure of the Board.
The duties of the Appraiser and the Assistant Assessor shall be such
as may be legally conferred upon them by the Board.

10



SECTION 2.07

A. There shall be a Board of Health consisting of three (3) members,
each elected for a three (3) year term, who shall choose a chairman and
shall act by majority vote. '

B. The Board of Health shall have all of the powers and dutxes
conferred upon it by this charter, the Town By-laws, votes of Town
Meetings, and the General Laws of the Commonwealth. '

C. The Board of Health shall appoint a Health Agent, who shall serve
at the pleasure of the Board. The duties of the Health Agent shall be
such as may be legally conferred upon him by the Board, as well as
those that are conferred upon him by the General Laws of the
Commonwealth. '

D. 1In the event of public health emergency, as declared by a majority
of the members of the Board of Health, the provisions of Section
2.01(I) shall not be deemed to apply.

SECTION 2.08

A. There shall be a Board of Water Commissioners consisting of three
(3) members, each elected for a three (3) year term, who shall choose a
chairman and shall act by majority vote.

B. The Board of Water cOhmiséigﬁérs shall have all of the powers and
duties conferred upon it by this Charter, the Town By-laws, the votes
of Town Meetings, and the General Laws of the Commonwealth.

C. 1In the event of a water emergency, as declared by a majority of the

members of the Board of Water Commissioners, the provisions of Section
2.01 (I) shall not be deemed to apply.

11



SECTION 2.09

A. There shall be a Board of Sewer Commiésioners, consisting of three
(3) members, each elected for a three (3) year term, who shall choose a
chairman and shall act by majority vote.

B. The Board of Sewer. Commissioners shall have all of the powers and

duties conferred upon it by this Charter, the Town By-laws, votes of
Town Meetings, and the General Laws of the Commonwealth.

SECTION 2.10

A. There shall be a Board of Library Trustees consisting of six (6)
members, each elected for a three (3) year term, who shall choose a
chairman and shall act by a majority vote.

B. The Board of Library Trustees shall have all of the powers and

duties conferred upon it by this Charter, the Town By-laws, votes of
. Town Meetings, and the General Laws of the Commonwealth.

12



SECTION 2.11

A. There shall be a School Committee consisting of five (5) members,
each elected for a three (3) year term, who shall choose a chairman and
shall act by majority vote, except as may be otherwise required by the
General Laws of the Commonwealth. ' '

"B. The School Committee shall have general charge of all the public
schools, including the evening -schools and evening high schools, and of
vocational schools when not otherwise provided for, and shall be
responsible for the full administration of these schools.

C. The School Committee shall be responsible for the supervision of
such private schools or academies as may be established within the Town

D. The School Committee shall have all of the powers conferred upon it

by this Charter, the Town By-laws, votes of Town Meetings, and the
General Laws of the Commonwealth.

SECTION 2.12

A. - There shall be a Planning Board consisting of five (5) members,
each elected for a five (5) year-term, who shall choose a chairman and
a clerk and shall act by majority vote, except as may be otherwise
required by the General Laws of the Commonwealth.

B. The Planning Board shall have all of the powers and duties
conferred upon it by this Charter, the Town By-laws, votes of Town
Meetings, and the General Laws of the Commonwealth.

13



SECTION 2.13

A. There shall be a Town Moderator, elected, whose term of office
shall be three (3) years.

B. The Town Moderator shall preside over and regulate all of the
proceedings of the Town at Town Meetings, as hereinafter set forth in
Article III of this Charter; and pursuant thereto, shall decide all
‘questions of order and make public declaration of all votes. He shall
otherwise have all of the powers and duties conferred upon him by this
Charter, the Town By-laws, votes of Town Meetings, and the ‘General Laws
of the Commonwealth.

C. The Town Moderator shall appoint the members of the Finance

Committee, as hereinafter set forth in Article VI, Section 6.04 (A)
of this Charter.

SECTION 2.14

A. There shall be a Rockland Housing Authority consisting of five (5)
members, four (4) of whom shall be elected for a term of five (5) years
in such manner that the term of one (1) member will expire each year,
and one member who shall be appointed by the State Housing Board. The
Rockland Housing Authority shall choose a chairman and a vice chairman,

and shall act by majority vote.
B. The Rockland Houainq Authority shall ha#e,all of the powers and

duties conferred upon it by this Charter, the Town By-laws, votes of
Town Meetings, and the General Laws of the Commonwealth.

14



SECTION 2.15

A. There shall be a Board of Park Commissioners consisting of three
(3) members, each elected for a three (3) year term, who shall choose a
chairman and shall act by. majorxty vote. :

B.. The.aoard,of Park Commlseloners shall have all of the powers and

duties cenferxed upon it by this Charter, the Town By-laws, votes of
Town Meetings, and the General Laws of the Commonwealth.

SECTION 2.16

A. There shall be a Highway Superintendent, elected, whose term of
office shall be th:ee (3) years.

B. The Highway Superintendent shall have the responsibility for and
control of the ordinary repair of public ways in the Town, and shall
have all of the powers and duties of a highway surveyor under the
Gerieral Laws of the Commonwealth. He shall, in addition, have all of
the powers and duties conferred upon him by this Charter, the Town
By-laws, votes of Town Meetxngs, ‘and the General Laws of the
Commonwealth.

15



ARTICLE III

TOWN MEETING

SECTION 3.01

The legislative powers of the Town shall be vested in the qualified
voters of the Town convened together in Annual or Special Town Meeting.

SECTION 3.02

The Annual Town Meeting (except for Article I, the.Annual Town :
Election) shall be held on a date that will allow completion of all
business not later than June thirtieth of that same year. The date
shall be determined by the Board of Selectmen and designated by the
Board not later than January thirty-first of each year. Seven (7) days
notice shall be\given prior to the actual meeting date by distribution
of the Warrant for said Town meeting by said Board of Selectmen in
accordance with the provisions of this Charter.

SECTION 3.03

There shall be Special Town Meetings at such times as the Selectmen may
order, upon fourteen (14) days notice by distribution of the Warrant
for each Special Town Meeting by the Selectmen in accordance with the
provisions of this Charter.

SECTION 3.04

The quorum for the transaction of business at all Town Meetings shall
be three hundred (300) registered voters of the Town, and two hundred
(200) registered voters at an adjourned session of the same meeting.
Any number of registered voters may adjourn or close a meeting.

SECTION 3.05

Town Meeting shall, from time to time, vote on such matters as may be
required by law or by the provisions of this Charter. These matters
include, but are not limited to, the following:

(1) Authorization to borrow money on behalf of the Town.

(2) The appropriation of funds for the operation of the
various Town Departments, upon submission of a
budget by the Selectmen as set forth in this Charter.

(3) The conveyance or lease, or authorization of any
conveyance or lease, of any real property owned by
the Town.

16



(4) The levying of taxes, except as otherwise provided in
Article VI with respect to the property tax levied by
adoption of the budget.

(S) The amendment or repeal of any vote or action taken by
a previous Town Meeting. :

SECTION 3.06

All action taken at any Town Meeting shall be only upon those items
contained in the Warrant for said Town Meeting, and all articles in the
Warrant shall be acted upon in order unless otherwise voted by the Town
Meeting. Printed copies of each Town Meeting Warrant, with the
recommendations of the Finance Committee contained therein, shall be
furnished to the voters of the Town in accordance w;th the provxsxona
of thxs Charter. : - » o

17



ARTICLE IV

RECALL ELECTION

SECTION 4.01

Any holder of an elective office in the Town of Rockland, as defined
in Article II of the Twon charter, may be recalled and removed
therefrom by the qualified voters of the Town as hereinafter provided.

SECTION 4.02 ; ; s

Any five hundred (500) qualified voters of the Town may make and file
with the Town Clerk an affidavit containing the name and position of
the officer sought to be removed and a statement of the grounds of
recall. The Town Clerk shall thereupon deliver to the voters making
such affidavit sufficient number of copies of petition blanks: .
demanding such recall and removal. The blanks shall be issued by the
Town Clerk with his signature and official seal attached thereto.
They shall be dated, shall be addressed to the Board of Selectmen,
shall contain the names of all persons to whom they are issued, the
name of the person whose recall is gought, the grounds of recall as
stated in the affidavit, and shall demand the election of a successor
to such office. A copy of the petition shall be entered in a record
book to be kept in the office of the Town Clerk. The recall petition
shall'be,réturned and filed with the Town Clerk within fourteen (14)

- days after filing the affidavit and shall be signed by at least
fifteen (15) percent of the qualified voters of the Town as of the
date such affidavit was filed with the Town Clerk. To every.
signature shall be added the place of residence of the signer, giving
the street and number. The recall petition shall be submitted, at or
before five (5) o'clock in the afternoon of Monday preceding the day
on which it must be filed, to the Registrar of Voters and the
registrars shall forthwith certify thereon the number of signatures
which are names of qualified voters in the Town of Rockland.

SECTION 4.03

If the petition .shall be found and certified by the Town Clerk to be
sufficient, he shall submit the same with his certificate to the
Board of Selectmen without delay, and said board shall forthwith give
written notice to the officer of the receipt of said certificate and
shall, if the officer sought to be removed does not resign within
five (5) days thereafter, thereupon order a recall election to be
held on a day fixed by them not less than sixty (60) nor more than
ninety (90) days after the date of the Town Clerk's certificate that
a sufficient petition is filed, provided, however, that if any other
townfe;égtioh_is to occur within one hundred (100) days- after the:
date of said certificate, the selectmen may, in their discretion,
postpone the holding of the recall election to the date of such other
election. If a vacancy occurs in said office after a recall electiocn
has been ordered, the election shall nevertheless proceed as provided
in this section. ) '

18



SECTION 4.04

Any Officer sought to be recalled may be a candidate to succeed in an
election to be held to fill such vacancy, and unless he requests
otherwise in writing, ‘the Town Clerk shall place his name on the
ballot without nomination. : ‘The nomlnatlon of other candxdates, the
publxcat;on of the Warrant for the recall election and any election
to fill a vacancy caused by a recall election, and the conduct of the
same, shall all be in accordance with the provisions of the laws
relating to elections, unless otherwise provxded by this act. A
majority of those voting at the recall electlon shall be suffxc;ent
to- recall such elected officer.

SECTION -4.05

The incumbent  shall continue to perform the duties of his office
until the recall election. If then re-elected, he shall continue in
the office for the remainder of his uﬁexpred’tefm, subject to recall
as before, except as provxded in this act. If not re-elected in the
-recall election, he shall be" deemed removed upon the qualification of
‘his successor, who -shall hold offzce durlng the unexplred term. If
the successor fails to qualify thhxn five (5) days after receiving
notification of his election, the anumbent shall thereupcn be deemed
removed and the cffxce vacant.

SECTION 4.06

Ballots used in a recall election ehall submlt the followlng
propoextlons in the order Lndlcated.

‘For the recall of (name of offxcer)
‘Against the recall of (name of officer).

Immediately at the right of each proposition there shall be a square
in which the voter by making a cross mark (X) may vote for either of
such ' propositions. ~ Under the proposition shall appear the word
"Candidates" and the direction "Vote for One" and beneath this the
names of candidates nominated as herein before provided. In case of
machine voting, or punch card balloting, or other forms of balloting,
appropriate provxslone shall be made to allow the same Lntent of the
voter. i :

~If a majority of the votes cast on the recall question is in the
affirmative, then the candidate that ‘received the highest’humber of
votes in.the special election to fill the vacancy shall be elected.
If a majority of the votes on the question is in the negative, the
ballots for candidates to fill the potential vacancy need not be
counted, 'Oor any action taken relative thereto.’

19



SECTION 4.07

No recall petition shall be filed against an officer within six (6)
months after he takes office, nor in the case of an officer subjected
to a recall election and not removed thereby, untxl at least six (6)
months after that electxon. :

SECTION 4.08

No person who has been recalled from office or who has resigned from
office while recall proceedings were pending against him, shall be
appointed to any town office within two (2) years after such removal
by recall or resignation.

SECTION 4.09

This act shall take effect upon its passage.

20



ARTICLE V

ELECTIONS

SECTION 5.01

The Annual Town Elections, which is Article I of the Annual Town'
Meeting, shall be held on the second Saturday of April in each year.

- SECTION 5.02-

All citizens of the Town who are qualified voters under the
provisions of the General Laws of the Commonwealth shall be eligible
to vote in town elections, and shall be el;gxble to be nominated for
and elected to town office. : o

SECTION 5.03

All town elections shall be conducted pursuant to the provisions of
the General Laws of the Commonwealth. The duly constituted election
authorities may adopt such additional regulations for the conduct of
town elections as they may deem necessary and desirable, provided
said regulations are not inconsistent with the General Laws of the
Commonwealth. Any such additional regulations adopted shall be
public records, and a copy of them shall be placed on file in the
Town Clerk's Office.

21



ARTICLE VI
FINANCiAL PROCEDURES

SECTION 6.01

The fiscal year of the Town of Rockland shall be in accordance with
the provisions of Chapter 44, Section 56 of the. General Laws of the
Commonwealth. : \

SECTION 6.02

On or before the 3lst day of December of each year the Selectmen
shall prepare a budget for the ensuing fiscal year and shall submit
said budget to the Firance Committee. Said budget shall be inserted
in the Warrant for the Annual Town Meeting.

SECTION 6.03

The budget shall provide a complete financial plan of all Town funds
and activities for the ensuing Fiscal Year; and except as required by
law, shall be in such forms as the Selectmen deem desirable. It
shall begin with a clear general summary of its contents and shall
show in detail all estimated income and proposed expenditures for the
ensuing fiscal year. It shall be so arranged as to show comparative
figures for actual and estimated income and expenditures of the
current fiscal year. It shall indicate in separate sections:

(1) -proposed expenditures . for the current operation during
the ensuing fiscal year, as detailed by officers,
departments :and agencies, and the method of financing
such expenditures; and

(2) proposed capital expenditures during the ensuing fiscal
year, as detailed by officers, departments and
agencies, and the method of financing each such capital
expenditure. The total of the proposed expenditures
shall not exceed the total of the estimated income.

SECTION 6.04

A. There shall be a Finance Committee consisting of fifteen (15) .
registered voters of the Town of Rockland who shall be appointed by
the Moderator for a term of three (3) years in such a manner that.
one-third (1/3) of said Finance Committee shall be appointed -
annually, said appointments being made as soon as practlcable after
the conclusion of each year's Annual Town Meeting. S

B. In the event that any member of the Finance Committee shall
resign during his term of office, he shall not be eligible for
reappointment to the Finance Committee until the expiration of one
(1) year from the date of such resignation.
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C. No person shall serve as a member of the Finance Committee who
holds any Town position by reason of election or appointment.
However, a member or members of the Finance Committee may serve on
special committees established by vote of Town Meeting if such vote
requires that a member or members of the Finance Committee be named
to said special committee. Any member of the Finance Committee who
shall become a candidate for elected office in the Town shall ipso
facto be disqualified from continuing to serve as a member of the
Finance Committee. : ;

D. The Finance Committee shall consider the budget as submitted to
it by the Selectmen, and shall give its opinions as to each budgetary
item together with:--an ‘explanation of said opinion. The Selectmen
shall cause the opinion of the Finance Committee to be included in
appropriate places in the Warrant. The Finance Committee may hold
hearings and take any other action necessary to discharge its duties
hereunder. No appropriation shall be made at a Town Meeting until
the Finance Committee has reported thereon. The Finance Committee
shall endeavor to complete its duties and make its report within such
time as to allow the Warrant to be printed and distributed by the
Selectmen in accordance with the terms of ‘this Charter.

E. Eight (8) members of the Finance Committee shall constitute a
quorum; however, a lesser number may from time to time adjourn
-meetings of the Finance Committee. e : :

F. The Finance Committee shall choose its own officers and shall
serve without compensation, except that the Secretary shall be paid
an annual salary to be determined at the Annual Town Meeting.

G. 1In addition to the specific powers enumerated above, the Finance
Committee shall have all the powers and duties conferred upon it by
the General Laws of the Commonwealth.

SECTION 6.05

A copy of the budget and the capital program as adopted shall be
public' records, and shall be deposited with the Town Clerk.

SECTION 6.06

Every appropriation, except an appropriation for a capital
expenditure, shall lapse at the close of the fiscal year to the
extent that it has not been expended or encumbered, or as otherwise
provided by a vote at ‘a Town Meeting. An appropriation for a capital
expenditure shall continue in force until the purpose for which it
was made has been .accomplished or abandoned. The purpose of any such
appropriation shall be deemed abandoned if three (3) fiscal years
pass without any disbursement from or encumbrance of the
approprxatxon. : :
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ARTICLE VII

GENERAL AND TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS

SECTION 7.01

Amendments to this Charter may be framed, proposed and acted upon in a
manner as provided by the laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts or
in accordance with the procedures therein contained and in no other
manner. For the purpose of orderly supervision and review of this
Charter from time to time, as conditions warrant, the SGlectmen shall
appoint a Charter Maintenance Committee composaed of three (3) citizens
of the Town who shall report to the Selectmen.at least annually with
recommendations for review of this Charter.

SECTION 7.02

1f any provision of this Charter is held invalid, the other provisions
of this Charter shall not be affected thereby. If the application of
the Charter or any of its provisions to any person or circumstances is
held invalid, the application of the Charter and its provisions to
other persons or circumstances shall not be affected thereby.

SECTION 7.03

Nothing in this Charter except as otherwise specifically provided shall
affect or impair the rights or privileges of persons who are town
officers or employees at the time of its adoption.

SECTION 7.04

All rights, claims, actions, orders, contracts, and legal or
administrative proceedings shall continue except as modified pursuant
to the provisions of this Charter and in each case, shall be
maintained, carried on, or dealt with by the town department, office,
or agency appropriate under this Charter.

SECTION 7.05

All the General Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and all the
votes and By-laws of the Town of Rockland shall continue in full force
and effect when this Charter becomes effective, provided, however, that
all such prior town votes and by-laws are hereby repealed as of the
date this Charter becomes fully effective, to the extent that they are
inconsistent with or interfere with the effective operation of this
Charter.
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SECTION 7.06 -

As used herein and where the words so indicate the masculine shall mean
the feminine, the feminine shall mean the masculine, the masculine
shall mean the neuter and the feminine shall mean the neuter and the

' ‘neuter shall mean the masculine and the neuter shall mean the feminine.

‘SECTION 7 07

This Charter shall be in full force and effect for all purposea on and
after January 1, 1970. i
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THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

In the Year Two Thousand and Five

.ANACTRELI—\TIVETOTHECHARTEROFTHETOWNOFROCKLAND.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in Gehe:al Court
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

Article VI of the charter of the town of Rockland, which is on file in the
office. of the archiv;Lst of the commonwealth, as provided in section 12 of
chapter 438 of the Ge!:xeral Laws, is ilereby amended by adding the £following
section:-

Section 6.07 There shall be a capital plamning committee comprised of
7 voting members, 2 of whem shall bé appointed by the board of s?l?:tmen’,‘?*by
the finance committee, 1 by th;v school committee, and 2 by the moderator.
Whep first constituted the board of selectmen, the finance committee and the
npderat_qr shall each ap_poinf 1 member for a 3-year term and the school commit-
tee 1 member for;' va 2-year term. The board of selectmen, the finance committee
;.ud the mederator shszll each appoint 1 member for a l-year term. Thereafter,
following the anmial town meeting, appointments to the committee shall be made
by the the same appointing authorities so as to provide for overlapping 3-year
terms, Two members of the committee may also be current members of the fi-
nance committee. The town administrator and the town accountant shall be non-
.v_o—ﬁ;i.ng ex-officio members.

(b) The capital plamning committee shall study proposed capital projects
and improvements involving major recurring and non-recurring tangible assets
and projects which (1) are purchased or taken at intervals of not less than
S years; or (2) have a useful life of at least S yYears, and; (3) cost éver
$50,000. All officers, boards, départmenta, and committees,_ shall, by
octol-aer 1 of each year, give to ‘the .capital plarming'committee, on forms fur-
nished by the ‘c'apitarl »pJann_j'Lng z:ommittee, information concerning all antici-
pated projects réquiring town meeting appi-cpriation Quring the ensuing
5 years. Using the revenue and é@enditurc projections prepared by the town
administrator, the capital plamning committee shall consider the relative

need, impact, timing and cost of these expenditures and the effect each will
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have oh the financial position of the town. An sppropriation shall not be
voted for a capital improvement request by the department, board, or committee
unless the proposed cépital improvements is considered in the committee's xze-
port or the committée shall first have submitted a report to the town meeting
explaining the omission.

(e) "I’.he capit;al planding_ corkmittee shall prepare an annual report recom-
mending a. ‘capital ;.nprovement budget for the next fiscal year and a capital
i;'nprcvement program, including recommending budget for the next fiscal year
and capital improvement program, including recommended capital improveménts
for the following 4 fiscal years. The report shall be submitted to the boaxd
of selectmen for review and recommendations. - ‘

(d) Thx;_ capital planning committes's report aﬁd the board of selectmen's
recommended ‘capital improvement budget shall be published and made available

in a manner consistent with the distribution of the operating budget,

-
House of Representatives, July ab , 2005,

Passed to be enacted, @W . Speaker.

In Senate, July L<, 2005.

t
Passed to be enacted, 4, had , President.

3« aes. J & heere

Governor.
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THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
In the Year Two Thousand and Five
AN ACT RELATIVE TO. THE CHARTER OF THE TOWN OF ROCKLAND.

Be it enacted by the Semate and House of Representat.ivels in General Court
assembled, and. by the authority of the same, as follows:

SECTION 1. Subsection A of section 2.05 of Article II of the charter of
the town of Rockland, which is on file in the office of the archivist of the
commonwealth’ as provided in section 12 of chapter 43B of the General Laws, is
her;.by amended by striking out the word "Tax" and inserting in place- thereof
the f;:llwing word: - Tch.

SEC'I‘IOﬁ 2. Subse;:tion B of said section 2.05 of said Article II is hereby
ar;rended by striking out the word "Tax* and inserting in place thereof the fol-
lowing word:- Town.

SECTION 3. The person holding the elected office of tax collector on the

effective date of this act shall be comsidered to have been elected to the of-

fice of town collector and shall remain in the office until the expiration of
the teim to which he was elected, unless he sooner resigns or is removed or
recalled.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

House of Réprese.ntatives, July 36’ 2005.

Passed to be enacted, @W , Speaker.

In Senate, July , 2005,

passed to be enacted, %‘ - , President.
' ' , 2005,
Approved

at /J o'clock and / minutes,
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THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
‘In ‘the Year Two Thousand and Five
AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE CHARTER OF THE TOWN OF ROCKLAND.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in Gemeral Court
assembled, ‘gnd by the authority of the same, as follows:

SECTION_ 1. Article II of t:;he'chaz:ter of the town of Rockland, which is on
f:i:le‘ in ‘-the ‘office; of the arcl;ivist of the commonwealth as provided in
section 12 of chapter 435 of the Ge.ne?al Laws, is hereby amended by adding
the following 3 sect;_ions:—

SECTION 2.17. The board of selectmen by an affirmative vote of at least 4
members shall appoint a town administrator for a 1l-year probatiopary term.
Subseguent terms of up to B'jearsvr-nay be made following the probationary term.

(a) The town adxninisérator shall be appointed solely on the basis of ex-
'e_cv..lti.ve,‘:-adxni.x;istrat.:i_ve and municipa-ll experience. His education should con-
sist of a bachelor's degree.in public or business administration or related
field; a master's degree in public administration is preferred. In the ab-
sence of either degree, a minimum of 10 years actual work experience shall be
required and shall consist of at least 5 years of progressively responsible
ea_cpan'.enc‘e. in municipal nm§gem§nt, 3 years ofi which shall be as a chief ad-
ministrative or a$sistant administrator-in.a mmicipal organization. He shall
not have. served iz; .an elective office in or- for the town of Rockland for at
least 12" months before his appointment.

(b) The town administrator shall devote full time to the office and shall
4 not i)old any other public office, elected or appointed, nmor engage in any oth--
er business; occupation, or proffassion during their term of office, unless }‘;he
board of selectmen approves the action in advance in writing. The town way
-from itime. to time, by--by-law estabiish additional qualifications as it con-
siders necessa;ry. and appropriate.

(c) The town administrator shall execute a bond in favor of the town of
Rockland for the faithful performance of his duties in such sum and with such
l surety o.r su.rgties as may be fixed by the board of selectmen. The town shall

pay the cost of the bond.

TOWN CLeR
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SECTION 2.18. - (a) The board of selectmen by affirmative vote of at least
4 members may suspend or remove the town administrator from office.. If the
boaxd of selectmen af_ffirm_ativeh} votes to suspend or femove the town's admin-
istrator, the board shall give at- least 60 days motice as to the effective
date of his suspens.;].oﬁ or terminatioﬁ, or provide 60 days of severance pay, or
a combination of both notice and severance pay équivalent to at least 60 days.
At least 30 days het;ore the proposed suspension or termination becowes effec;
tive the board of selectﬁen shall file a preliminary written resolution with
the town clerk setting forth in detail the specific reason for the préposed
su'sp,e.ns:‘i.bn'c::r tg'm'inatior_:..‘ A copy of the resolution shall be delivered to the
town adﬂﬂstﬁtor. The town administrator rnay within 10 days of service of ‘
the resﬁlution, reply in writing to the resolution and may request a public
hearing. If the town administrator so requests, the board of selectmen shall
hold a public hearin_g not earlier than 20 days mor later than 30 days after
the filing of the request. After 'the public hearing, if any, otherwise at the
‘expimtion of 30 dé.y_s following .the filing of the preliminary resclution, the
selectmen '.may_ 's'u.sper_;d or terminate thé town administrator from duty. In the
event the town administrator is charged with a criminal act, alleged to have
been perpetrated while performing his job, suspension without pay is immediate
and if the town administrator is not exonerated of the charges, termination is
immediate and no notice or severance shall be provided. Nothing contained
herein shall limit the authority of the board of selectmen to suspend or ter-
wminate the town administfator as provided by state, federal or local law.

' (b) if the office of town aglmx’_nistrator is vacant, as a result of death,
removal, resignation, or otherwise, or the town administrator is on a leave of
absence gxcee.cling 2 weeks, the board of selectmen by affirmative vote of at
least 3 members, shall appoint a qualified town administrator officer, or em-
ployee  to  serve as acting town administrator. The acting town admini strator
;shall receive cbmpénsgﬁigm as s,c-,t" by the affirmative vote of at least 3 se-
1e'c'bmen,'. I;ut shail not exceed the rate of compensation approved for the town
administrat-or being replaced.— The appointment of the acting town administra-
tor shall not exceed a 4-month period.

SECTION 2.19. (g) The town administrator shall be the administrative
officer of the town of Rockland, reporting directly to the board of selectmen

and acting as its agent. .He shall be responsible for the effective and pro-
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fessiomal administration of the dayjto—day affairs of the town in the absence
of ‘the board of selectmen as described herein.

(b) The town administrator shall administer this charter, either directly
or through a person Or persons appointed by the board of selectmen.

(c) The town ‘administrator shall be respomsible for the proper adminis-
t:mtlon and development of the anmual operating budget process.

(d) The town administrator shall recommend to the board of selectmen
strategic plans and cbjectives for mitigaﬁion or other purposes. He shall
have prepared multi-year forecasts on revenues and expenditures for use in
analyzing financial impacts in collective bargaining issues, insurance costs,
and other lorg- term costs Hé'shall comménd to the board of selectmen, for
.the:n.r approval debt management, and cap:.tal plannlng policies. He shall
further recommend policies and long-range goals to improve the efficiency and
effectiveness of town government.

(e) The town administrator shall keep the board of selectmen fully in-
formed regarding all - departmental operations, fiscal affairs, general prob-
lems, and administrative actions. He shall keep the board of selectmen and
the finance committee J.nfomed as to the financial condition and l:he needs of
the towrd. -

(£) The ‘town adrniqistrator shall a'c'\: as the town's insurance coordinator.
 He shall be responsible for ensuring that all pertinent policies are in ef-
fect, gee that adequate insurance coverage is provided, .ensure that claims are
properly processed, conduct cost benefit analyses on existing policies and
propose changes. He shall 1.’e_nd§i: an amnhual report to the. board of selectmen
on dll claims made and losses sustained.

(g) The town administrator shall act as grant coordinator for the town.
He shall collect and distribute information concerning grants, establish uni-.
form procedures for grant applications, prepare or assist ig developing grant
proposals and shall womitor all town grants to ensure fiscal and program com-
pliance.

(h) The town _administral;or; in cpoperation with other town officials se-
lec:ted by h:un, - shall establish policies, procedures and guidgliﬁes for town
procurements in accordance with applicable federal, state, and local laws. He

shall keep an inventory of the real and fixed assets of the town.

C 3 -
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'(i) The town administrator shall be responsible for the approval of the
purchase of all supplies; materials, equipment, and other services, for de-
partments-or agencies under’ the’ jurisdiction of the board of selectmen,

3 'I;he town administrator in the absence of the board of selectmen shall
act as agent of the board of selectmen in coordinating activities, budgets,
and day to day operations of the town departments, boards, committees, and
commissions that come under the jurisdiction of the board of selectmen. He
shall coordinate these activities with officers and boards elected by the vot-
ers, keeping all :Ln"formed of ongeoing actiﬁties and issues.

‘ (k) ﬁe t:owﬂ. a;i;ninistr'a.tor, sha:ll plaﬂ, orga.nize'and supervise the opera-
tional audits ‘of tl;Le activities of town departri\ents to evaluate the efficiency
of resource utilization and the effectiveness of governmental services. Audit
areas way include staffing, scheduling, vehicle nanagemént, and any o(.:he'r
topic requested by the board of selectmen.

(1) The town administrator shall participate in the collective bargaining
process a.x_xd see that the provisions of the collective bargaining agreements
are enforced in’ &epa'rtments ‘under his Jurisdiction.

(m) The tov;r; administrator shall assist the board of selectmen in re-
c::*uir‘.ment and selection of department heads under their jurisdiction.

(n) ‘The town administrator shall ensure that the town maintains a profes-
sional persomei system by monitoring the effectiveness of policies, proce-
dures and practices as required by law, in accordance with proper personnel
préctices.’ He shali engure that lﬁhe' recruitment, selection, promotion, trans-
fer, disciplin;a, and rex-noval of employees are conducted in accordance with ap-
plicable state and federal laws, and with personnel by-laws and poiicies
adopted pursuant to the sameé. He shall coordinate personnel administration
with the personnel board.

(o) In thé_ absence -of the board of selectmen, and at its directigp,» he
shall peéerform public reiaticns -funct;i_ons for the board of selectmen by pre-
senting the town's posgition of- issues, réspcr{ding to citizens complaints, pre-
paring éress releases, and representing the board at conferences, hearings,
and n'ieetings with county, state, and federal agencies. He shall act as its
liaison to business, industrial and commumnity groul;s.

(p) The town administrator shall be responsible for the use and mainte-
ixa.nce of all town facilities and equipment under the jurisdictio.n of the béard

of selectmen. 4
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(qQ) The town administrator shall attend all regular and special meetings
of the board of selectmen "and have voice but no vote in all meetings., He
shall attend all regular and special sessions of the town meeting to answer
questions and p:éovide ‘inj.iormfation. He shall oversee the preparation of the
anmual town report and town ‘warrants..

(r) The town administrator shall see that the General Lawsg, the Rockland
town charter a.n-d Rockland town by-laws, and the votes of town meeting, and
votes of the board of selectmen are carried out and performed.

(s) The town administrator shall perform all other duties as may be re-
quired by the board of selectmen.

SECTION 2. Thé - town administrator of the town of Rockland holding office
as bf the effe’ct.:ive dite of this act shall continue to hold sus:h office for
the term of his_appointmem:, unless he sooner resigns or is suspendéd or re-
moved in accordance with the town charter.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect Upon its passage.

' House of Representatives, July 95 , 2005.

Passed to be enacted, W,—Spwker.

In Semate, July @ & , 2005.

—

pagsed to be enacted, , President.

Approved,

at /(;l o'clock and 2 minutes, f M.

el

Governor.
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THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

In. the Year Two Thousand and Five

ANACTRELATIVETOTHECHARTEROFTHETOWNOFROCIG}AND.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in Gemeral Court
assembied, and by the auvthority of the same, as follows:

SECTION 1. Subsection E lof section 6.04 of Article VI of the charter of
the town of Rockland, which is on file in the office of the archivist of the
commonwealth a;-s p(ro\(iéed in section 12 of chapter 43B of the General Laws, is
nereby amended by étxildng‘oﬂt the words "Eight (8) members of the Finance
Committee’ -shali constitute a quorum' and inserting in place thereof the fol-
lowing words:- A majority of thoée menbers appointed sball constitute a quo-
rum.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

House of Representatives, July 25 , 2005.

@W-, Speaker.

In Senate, July ?r, 2005.
.'13 , 2005.

QJ,\—//& . sresiaeat.
Approved;

at /;\. o'clock and 3 wminutes, ﬁ) M.

Passed to be enacted,

Passed to be enacted,

@afj Gove'mf.
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THE COMMONWEA ALTEH OF

In the Year Two Thousand and Four

AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE CHARTER OF THE TOWN OF ROCKLAND .

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court
assembled, and by thé authority of the same, as follows:
Section 2:02 of Article II of the charter of the town of Rockland, which
is on file in the office of the archivist of the commonwealth as provided in
§
section 12 of chapter 43B of the General Laws, is hereby amended by striking

folibwing 2 para-

Paragraphs D and E and inserting in place thereof the
graphs: -

D. The selectmen shall cause the annual town report to be printed on or
before May first of the following fiscal year, and shall cause a copy o©f the
report to be distributed at the following locations: main entrance to the
town hall, Rockland Public Library and the Rockland Senior Center.

E. The selectmen shall prepare the warrant for the anmual town meeting,
which warrant sﬁall be closed 50 days before the date of the meeting. The se-
lectmeﬁ shall cause copies of the warrant fﬁr thelénnual town meeting to be
distributed at the following locations: main éntrance to the town hall, Rock-
land Public Library and Rockland Senior Center at least 14 days before holding
the meeting. The warrant for the annual town meeting shall also be announced
in a newspaper of general circulation within the town at least 14 days before
the town meeting. The-notice shall include locations whére a copy of the war-
rant can be obtained.

(&) The selectmen shall have the power to order special town meetings as
they consider ﬁecessafy, and shall prepare the warrants for the meetings; but,
to order a special town meeting the selectmen shall first adopt, by a majority
vote of their board, a resolution stating clearly the emergency nature of the
situation prompting their order.

(b) No warrant for a special town meeting shall close wuntil
7 days have passed from the date of adoption of their resolution; and each ar-
ticle inserted in the warrant shall have attached to it a brief statement ex-

rlaining the emergency nature of the article.

=3
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for each special town

(c} The selectmen shall cause copies of the warrant
meeting to be distributed at the following locations: main entrance to the
town hall, Rockland Public Library and the Rocklgnd Senior Center at least
14 days before the town meeting. The warrant for each special town meeting
shall -also be announced in & newspaper of general circulation within the town
at leas; 14 days before the town meeting. The notice shall include locations
where the warrant can be ;btained. Upon a majority voté of the board, thg se-
lectmen' shall have the power to cpen any warrant after it has closed for the

purpose of inserting articles, if the articles are of an emergency; nature and

have attached to them a brief statement explaining the emergency.

House of Representatives, Apr:l.l K0 , 2004.

Acting
Passed to be enacted, %/DZQJ M , Speaker.

In Senate, Apri_lﬂlﬁ , 2004.

\ - Acting
Passed to be enacted, ~ WX President.
/4"’/5 é , 2004.
Approved, s, F. /Lf/ﬁ

Governor.




H 5551

2 //7
Chapter\) D)

T HE COMMONWER LT H OF MASSACHUSETTS

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-thr

AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE CHARTER OF THE TOWN OF ROCKLAND.

Be it enact:é by the Senate and House of Representatives in Geperal Couré
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as f;li;w;:-

_ SECTION 1. Subsectiog {e) of section 2:02G of Article II of the cha£ter
of.the town of Rockland, whiﬁh is on file in the -office of ’the archivist of
the commonwealth as provided in seetion twelve of chapter forty-three B of the
General Léws, is hereby amended by adding ;he foIlowin;~words:- for a term of
- three geérs,

- SEéTION 2. Subsection ke) of said section 2:02G of said Article II of
said charter is hereby amended by adding the following words:— for a term of
three years.

SZCTION 3.‘ Subsection (j) of said seciion 2:02G of said Article II of
said charter is hereby amended by adding the followiﬁg words:—- for a term of
three years,

VSECTION 4. Said section 2:02G of said Article II of said charter is here-
by further amended by striking out subsectionm (r) and inserting in place.
theréaflthe foilowing subsection:-

(z) A Director of thé Cognﬁil on Aging for a term of three years.

. SECTION 5.‘ Suﬁsgction'(e) of section 2:02H of said. Article II of said
'chqzte: is hereby amended by strikiﬁg eué, in line 1, the words “for the" and
inserting in place thereof the word:- ﬁn.

SECTION 6. Section 2:02L of said A:tic;e II of said charte:. ﬁ$ éereby
amended by strikihg out the last sentence and inserting in place thereof the
following sentence:— The selectmen shall make their annual appointments with-
in thirty days following the annual town electiqn.

SECTION 7; Article V of said charter is hereby amended by striking out
section 5:01 and inserting in place thereof the following section:-

Section 5:01 The annual town ele;tion which is Article 1 of the annual
" town meéting shall be held on the second Saturday of April in each year.

- SECTION B. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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House of Repre 7 1993,

cting

assed to be enacted, ', Speaker.

In Senaté, December :};3 . 1993.

ssed to be enacted, g ol Z g = Z . President.

3

Approved,

. at ~744/7 o'clock and 43 minutes, /3 . M.

Governor.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-eight

AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE POLICE DEPARTMENT OF THE TOWN OF ROCKLAND.

Be it enacted by‘the Senatg and House of Representatives in General Court
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 2.02(I) of Article II 6f the charter of the town of
Rockland, which is on file in the office of the archivist of the commonwealth,
as provided inm section 12 cf chapter 43B of the Géne:al Laws, is hereby
amended by inserting after the first paragraph the following three para-—
graphs:-

The chief of police shall have full authority to appoint, demote, suspend
and terminate all the police officers and command office:s of the police de-
partment, and for the purposes of the requirements of chapter 31 of the Gener-—
al Laws, and the rules made thereunder shall be considered the appointing au-
thority for the police department.

In original appoeintments %o the permanent-intermittent force, regular
full-time force or the promotion of any officer to any rank, said chief of po-

lice shall convene an assessment panel comprised of not less than three supe-—

rior police officers of any police department, who shall interview and recom-

mend the best candid;tes to said chief of police who shall choose among the
name; submitted to him by the~a;sessment panel in accordance with the provi-
sions of said chapter 31.

Said chief of police shall appoint such clerical and civilian staff as is
authorized by £own meeting.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

House of Representatives, September R4 , 1998.

Acti
Passed to be enacted; + SpeakKer.

2?, 1998.

Passed to be enacted, 7 President.
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Approved,

at } o'clock and g minutes,. /ﬁ M.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-seven
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B TOWN CLERK'S OFFICE

| . ROCKLAND, MA
AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE CHARTER OF THE TOWN OF ROCKLAND REGARDING TOWN -

FICIALS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representati?es in General Court
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 2.0l of Article II of.the charter of the town of Rock-
1and, which is on file in the office of the archivist of the commonwealth, as,
providéa in section 12 of chapter 435 of the General Laws, is hereby amended
by striking out subsection D aqd inserting in place thereoé the following sub-
section:-

D. Elected and appointed town officials must be registered voters in the
town of Rockland. The term appointed town officials shall only apply to those
persons appointed to serve on the various boards and commissions. All full
time administrative personnel shall not be town officials for the purpose of
this section.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
House of Representatives, September , 1997.

@_AAM/? ’;L Lo S
Passed to be enacted, , Speaker.

eptember /fr', 1997.

Ce

Passed to be enacted, //Z/LV\ Q\Q\

W/‘&J‘ [7 , 1997.

Approved,

at ’\f o'‘clock and /4‘ minutes, 2 T .M.

, President.

cting Governor.
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chapter | 31/
THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-seven

AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE CHARTER OF TEE TOWN OF ROCKLAND.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

Section 2.09 of Articie II of the charter of the Town of Rockland, which
is on file in the office of the archivist of the commonwealth as provided in
section 12 of chapter 43B of the General Laws, is hereby amended by adding the
following paragraph:-

C. The board of sewer commissioners shall also be known as the drainage
committee and shall have all the powers'§nd duties conferred upon it by this

charter, the town by-laws, votes of town meetings, and the General Laws.
House of Representatives, October Rl , 1997.

>
g Acting
Passed to be enacted, Canan , Speaker.

In Sen October 23 , 1997.

N M

, [
Passed to be enacted,

,L \
* ) Un \.) _ -1

dcjﬁ/fa\,]@ . 1997. "
Approved, 6«2#-— Sq: '

o (G (PO

Acting Governor.

s President.
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assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

the town of Rockland, which is on file in the office of the archivist of the
commonwealth as provided in section twelve of chapter forty-three B of the
General Laws, is hereby amended by striking out clause 4. ard inserting in

place therec? the following clause:-

at

5}

“».Q..'.-..-..-nawa. E

o v v e,

THE COMMONWE ALTH o F MASSACHUSETTS

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Kinety-four

AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE CHRARTER OF THE TOWN OF ROCKLAND.

\

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court

SECTION 1. Subsectioen G. of sectica 2.02 of Article II of the charter of

d. A Director of Emergency Marnagemen:

SECTION 2. This act shall take effecc upon its passags.

House ¢f Representatives, Octcber Qa}/ , 1994,

%/,4_, Acting
Passed to be enacted, + Speaker.

In Senate, October ,2;7 1994,

Passed to be enacteg, WC /;;///%c, President.

7 /‘/"VW 1994,
Approved,

,/ft:2h o'clock and Jr/lninufes. A u.

W s = L et

Governor.




