Towns face new sept

Nitrogen pollution a $4B problem
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Cape Cod residents’ wal-
lets are hanging in the
balance as towns decide
whether to create a plan to
clean up wastewater con-
tamination, an issue that
state environmentalists say
has plagued the region for
decades.

The Healey administra-
tion has released Cape Cod-
specific regulations that
look to “reverse decades
of nitrogen pollution,” but
if a town skips over them,
all of its homeowners must
do costly upgrades to their
septic systems in the next
five years.

Communities have two
years to opt into a process
for a 20-year permit that
would enable them to de-
sign and implement strate-

gies to reduce nitrogen pol-
lution, such as centralized
wastewater treatment and
permeable reactive barrier
walls.

If a specific community
opts not to pursue such a
permit, homeowners may
have to fork over tens of
thousands for their own
septic upgrades. Officials,
however, say that is not a
likely outcome.

Julian Cyr, state sen-
ator for Cape Cod, Nan-
tucket and Martha’s Vine-
yard, said earlier this year
that most communities al-
ready met the regulations,
released this week, by work-
ing on what the state dubs
as ‘Comprehensive Waste-
water Management Plans’.

Gov. Maura Healey, in a
release, said her adminis-
tration will continue collab-
orating with Cape officials

and the Legislature on ways
to financially support com-
munities as they implement
the regulations.

“Nitrogen pollution is
one of the most pressing
environmental and eco-
nomic problems facing
Cape Cod,” the governor
said. “I'm grateful for our
administration’s partner-
ship with Cape communi-
ties to develop an innova-
tive path forward to restore
and protect some of Massa-
chusetts’ most precious wa-
ter resources.”

Nitrogen pollution is es-
timated to be a $4 billion
problem that stems from
outdated septic systems
and cesspools currently
used on the Cape. These
systems have long allowed
nitrogen from wastewater
to seep into the region’s wa-
tersheds

Eutrophic, or over-nour-
ished, waters cause toxic al-
gae blooms — mucking up

) S

Ic regulations

the water, choking off other
marine life and killing the
ecosystem.

About 90% of the region’s
embayments were ranked
at an “unacceptable” level
of nitrogen pollution last
year, up from 68% in 2019,
according to data from the
Association to Preserve
Cape Cod.

“These regulations rep-
resent a milestone in the
decades-long efforts to re-
store the water resources
of Cape Cod,” APCC Execu-
tive Director Andrew Gott-
lieb said in a release. “These
rules empower and encour-
age watershed and town
scale solutions and are in
the best interests of Cape
Cod taxpayers and all who
treasure Cape Cod’s water.”

Communities that choose
not to obtain a watershed
permit will also be required
to “include enhanced ni-
trogen reducing treatment
technology” in new septic

systems under the new reg-
ulations.

Initially, the South Coast
and Islands were going to
follow the regulations, but
after public feedback dur-
ing the drafting process,
the state determined those
regions “have not had the
same time [as the Cape] to
investigate and plan to ad-
dress nutrient pollution.”

Healey earlier this year
filed a package that in-
cluded increased tax re-
bates of up to $12,000 for
homeowners that under-
take upgrades to their sep-
tic systems. The legislation
remains in the works. .

“The Cape and Islands
legislative delegation re-
mains committed to con-
tinuing to bring financial
resources to Cape Codders
to fund wastewater solu-
tions,” Cyr said in a release.
“These efforts are critical to
safeguard our region’s frag-
ile natural environment.”



